
 
 

The eMi pattern – Evaluating Multiple Interpretations 
 
Learning challenge: getting learners to appreciate that knowledge is often not factual. 
There are multiple interpretations of the ‘same’ artefact or situation. This is a core 
challenge in many humanities and arts subjects. This design is suitable for a situation 
where you want learners to have access to different perspectives on a common theme, in 
order to foster critical thinking and deeper understanding. 
 
Key features: at the core of the learning experience is a specially designed task that 
allows learners to interrogate multiple commentators on the same artefact or situation. 
The learner can chose a topic and ‘ask’ a commentator on his/her views.  

 
The learner can then compare and contrast the views of the different commentators. The 
steps that precede this central screen prepare the learners for the task. The succeeding 
screens use questions and feedback to encourage the learner to think critically, and 
reflect on what they have learned. 
 
The overall structure of the pattern is: 

 
First use: this design was developed in conjunction with the UK National Subject 
Centre for History, Classics and Archaeology. The first learning resource developed 
using this pattern introduced learners to different disciplinary perspectives on how to 
interpret an artefact from the Parthenon in Ancient Greece. It has been used 
subsequently with a wide range of topics. Further information and example: 
http://www.heacademy.ac.uk/hca/themes/e-learning/emi_glo 
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Pedagogical guidance for unfolding each part of the pattern 
 
 
What topic 
 

 
What 
Introduce the topic – briefly orient the learner to what is to come. 
 
How 
Provide a title and introductory paragraph introducing the theme of appreciating 
different interpretations of a common topic. 
 
Example 

 
 
 
Main task 
 

 
What 
Set task to access different views and reflect on the lessons learned. 
 
How 
Set out in words the task for the learner. Include an image if it is appropriate. This is 
normally followed by a screen dealing with accessing multiple interpretations, which 
we call ‘Access Views’. 
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Example 

 
 
 
Access views 
 

 
 
What 
Access the views of different commentators on a common theme. 
 
How 
Use the special ‘Access Views’ screen layout to load a picture (or text) to indicate the 
topic of discussion. Enter the issues to be discussed. Then add pictures and appropriate 
text and/or audio files for each commentator on these issues. 
 
Example 
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Multiple choice 
 

 
 
What 
Answer questions with feedback designed to improve sensitivity to interpretation. 
 
How 
The key part is to provide feedback that provokes reflection rather than just confirming 
a correct/incorrect answer. 
 
Example 

 
 
 
Reflect 
 

 
 
What 
Reflect on what you have learned about evaluating the views of others. 
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How 
Provide a simple text message urging the learner to explore more widely the 
significance of appreciating multiple perspectives and its implications for the nature of 
knowledge. 
 
Example 

 
 
For more guidance and tutorials on using GLO Maker go to: 
http://www.glomaker.org/guides 
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